Geo 105 Final Paper Rubric
Length: There is no required length. Usually I get around a page
Paper and font size: 8 ½” x 11” 12” font double space. 
Subject matter: We cover many subjects in this class, but I don’t cover everything. What was something you found interesting and wanted to know more about? Go online, look in the library, find more information about a geology subject. Write about it, cite your sources and turn it in online. 

Paper Option #1
Subject Paper – You found something in class fascinating and wanted to learn more about it. This essay covers what new information you learned. It doesn't have to be everything but should include a mix of some information from class and mostly the new information you came across. This paper does not have much in the way or personal or other's opinions. It is just information.
Example: Minerals have different properties that make each of them distinct. One property is luster, how a mineral reacts to light. Nowadays a spectrometer is used to identify luster to a very precise measurement.  A spectrometer is used by...
Paper Option #2
Opinion Paper – This is an essay that discusses a topic or point of view from your own knowledge. You should have intimate knowledge about the subject or use an experience.
Example: Living in southern California I have to deal with earthquakes on a semi-regular basis. The last earthquake I felt was in my living room. There was a slight rolling sound and then a sudden boom that shook the whole house. I felt frightened at the...
Paper Option #3
Research paper – This is an essay that analyses a perspective or argues a point. In it you present an interpretation or argument and then evaluate it. You can use your own personal knowledge but must also find out what experts know. Usually this can also be a review of an article or thesis written by someone. 
Example: In "Silent Spring" Rachel Carson discusses the use of pesticides and its impact on the environment. At the end of the book she discusses two road that we can take as human beings, one a road of comfort and destruction of the environment. While the other is a road of difficulty but preserves the environment. At the time those were the only choices, but science is hoping to unite these two roads by making a "going green" easier for all. Advances in food production...

Grading
80% of your grade is on the content of your paper. 
What you include, what you researched, what you say. All of this must be evident in your writing. 
Be organized in your thoughts. The paper may not be long enough to follow the standard format of intro, body and conclusion, but it still should be all over the place. 
This is a college level class and I expect your paper to be at the same level. 
20% of your grad is based on spelling and grammar. 
I expect you to right a college level paper and that includes more than content. 
The greatest paper in the world is useless if no one can make sense of it. 
I expect you to follow the rules of the English language.  
Don't use I unless you are writing an opinion paper. 
Write in complete sentences. Avoid run on sentences. 
Use proper spelling, no short hand or txting patterns. 


